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President Ford hinted strongly yester- 
. day at his first White House news confer- 
ence that he would consider a pardon for 
former President iNixon if charges are ; 
brought against him in the courts. 

The President said he believed that the 
American " people think, as he does, that 
Mr. Nixon has suffered enough. 

However, the President said that he 
will make no decision regarding a pardon 
before any legal process takes place. 

“In this situation, I am the final author- 
ity,” Mr. Ford said. “There have been no 
charges made, there has been no action 
by the courts, there has been no action 
by any jury, and until any legal process 
has been undertaken, I think it is unwise 
and untimely for me to make any commit- : 
ment.” 

In reply to the first question asked him 
at a packed news conference in the East 
Room, Mr. Ford said he agreed with Vice- 
president-designate Nelson A. Rockefel- 
ler’s comment that the former President 
has, been “hung” and should not in addi- 
tion “be drawn and quartered.” 

“I subscribe to that point of view,” Mr. 
Ford said, emphasizing that he would re- 
serve his option. He said he believed the 
American people also agree with Rocke- 
feller’s comments. 

The ' President made it clear, however, 
that he did not intend to interfere with 
Watergate Special Prosecutor Leon Ja- 
worski’s course. Jaworski “has an obliga- 
tion to take whatever action he sees fit 
in conformity with his oath of office,” Mr. 
'Ford said. 

Informed sources in J-aworski’s office > 
have said that the prosecutor will make no 
decision regarding action against the for- 
mer President ' for several weeks, appar- 
ently to allow a “cooling-off” period on 



the matter. „ i 

Fielding a variety of questions on do- 1 
mestic and foreign prdblems, Mr. Ford, 
offered no major new economic policies 
but called for belt-tightening by individ- 
uals and the federal government. 

He repeated a spokesman’s statement 
that he “probably” would run for a full 
term in 1976, and he seemed to be saying 
that he expected the Republican conven- 
tion to endorse a Ford-Rockefeller ticket. 

When asked how he planned to see that 
there are “no further Watergates,” Mr.- 
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Ford said he would have an 
open administration and toe as 
“candid and forthright as I 
possibly, can.” 

Declaring that he would ex- 
pect all individuals in his ad- 
ministration to act the same, 
he promised that there would 
be “no tightly controlled oper- 
ation; of the White House 
staff.” ; 

“I have a policy of seeking 
advice; from a number of top 
members of my staff,” the 
President said. “There will be 
no one person, nor any limited 
number of individuals, who 
make (decisions. I will make 
the decisions and take the 
blame i for them or whatever 
benefit might be the case.” 
Whejn asked if he would 
have a code of ethics for ad- 
ministration officials, the 
President said, “The code of 
ethics, that will, be followed 
will be the example that I 
set.” ! 

Mr. -Ford defended his pro- 
posal for limited amnesty for 
Vietnam war deserters and 
draft-dodgers and his nomina- 
tion of Rockefeller. • 

The; President’s comments 
came when a reporter said 
some of his conservative allies 
were grumbling because he 
seemed to be moving too far 

left. 

“I don’t "i think these , are- 
views that fall in the political 
spectrum right or left,” Mr. 
Ford ?aid. “I intend to make 
the same kind of judgments in 
other matters because I think 
they are right and I think they 
are good for the country.” >: 

As Vice President Rockefel- 
ler will work oh; domestic pro- 
grams and help prepare legis- 
lative proposals, Mr. Ford 
said. He also can be helpful 
“in the political arena under 
certain guidelines and some- 
restrictions,” Mr. Ford said in- 
an unusual comment on limil 
tations that are imposed , on 
Vice Presidents. 

When a reporter asked how 
soon it would be -proper for 
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Democrats to hold the Presi- 
dent accountable for economic 
problems, Mr. Ford said he 
did not believe that ‘making 
partisan politics out of a seri- 
ous domestic problem is good 
politics.” 

The Democrats so far have 
been friendly and cooperative, 
he said. “I think it is a fair 
statement that our problems 
domestically, our economic 
problems, are the joint respon- 
sibility of government,” the 

President said. “So we are all 
in this boat together, with la- 
bor and management and ev- 
erybody else.” 

In reply to a question re- 
garding the pending veterans 
education bill, Mr. Ford reiter- 
ated his conviction that Con- 
gress should take ac;ion to 
“keep the price down” because 
the measure is inflationary in 
its present form. 

In Chicago last week, he 
told the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars convention he would not 
hesitate to veto a measure 
that is inflationary. 

“I hope when the Congress 
reconvenes within a week or 
so that they will go back to 
conference, take a good look 
and y hopefully eliminate any 
inequities and keep the price 
down,” the President said. 

In answer to another ques- 
tion, Mr. Ford made it clear 
that he does not favor plans to 
revive the Office of Economic 
Opportunity. 

Noting that some of the pro- 
grams have been moved to es-i 
tablished departments, the! 
President said there is dupli-! 
cation and overlapping in the 
Community Action Program 
and the Model Cities program. j 

Work in these fields ban be s 
tarried on by locdl ^govern- 
ments under grant aid pro- 
posed in the new housing and 
urbun development measure, 
Mr. Ford said. 

When asked what his posi- 
tion would be regarding an- 
other federal pay raise, Mr. 
Ford said he had made no 
judgment yet and that no rec- 
ommendation had reached his 
desk. ‘ . ! 




